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6 / ‘Ahd-i Husam

Mahmiid Mirza was a man of letters with a refined literary taste, and he
inserted a lot of information about the writers and poets of his time in his
travelogue. Sadr al-Din Dizfuli, Kimiya’'1i, Da‘1, and Durri, to name a few,
are among these poets.

As Ahmad Iqtidari says, ‘Ahd-i Husam is particularly important for the
geographical and anthropological information it provides about Shushtar,
Dizful, Shush, Ramhormuz, and Brujird, and the tribes of Khuzistan,
Poshtkuh, and Luristan. Mahmud Mirza, much like an anthropologist, has
recorded the names of the Lur, Bakhtiyari, Khuzi, Arab, and Sabi tribes,
clans and families, with an account of their customs, their summer and
winter migration, their seasonal quarters, and the general state of the people
and agriculture. He has also described old buildings, trees, and hunting
places, and related folk tales and oral literature of these people.

Mahmud Mirza’s style in ‘Ahd-i Husam is the ordinary style of his time,
with the characteristic omission of verbs. I have supplied the verbs in
brackets where necessary. Mahmud Mirza had mystical inclinations, and
thus loved Mowlawi and his Mathnawi very much. He perhaps knew great
parts of Mathnawi by heart, and inserted lines from it in his travelogue
where he found occasion. Some lines were incorrectly recorded, which I
have corrected on the basis of Nicholson’s edition. I have also corrected
many mis-spellings, which indicates that the manuscript was not written by
Mahmid Mirza himself.

Folios 87 and 92 were unfortunately discolored, and the text was
illegible, so a facsimile of these two folios are provided. I have used three
dots, ..., to indicate lacunae or where the text has been illegible or
incomplete.

I very much regret that I had to base my correction on only one extant
manuscript of ‘Ahd-i Husam. Variant copies, if available, would certainly
help to remove some textual problems. However, as the book is a valuable
historical and geographical source on Luristan and Khuzistan, and it contains
information about the relationship between Fath‘alt Shah’s sons, I thought
my edition would be a worthwhile endeavor.

Iraj Afshar
Netherland, 16/9/1386



Introduction

‘Ahd-i Husam is written by Mahmiid Mirza Qajar, a son of Fath‘ali Shah,
who was a poet, a prolific writer, and a voracious reader. ‘Ahd-i Husam is
part travelogue, part memoir. The occasion for the writing of the travelogue
was a trip to Khuzistan on which Mahmid Mirza, then governor of Luristan,
accompaniad his half-brother, Muhammad Taqi Mirza Husam al-Saltanah.
He wrote the book at the request of Husam al-Saltanah, hence the title ‘Ahd-i
Husam, which is no doubt an ironic reference to the strained relationship
between the two.

Mahmud Mirza was born on the 12" of Safar, 1214/16™ of July, 1799. He
was brought up under Mirza Muhammad Shafi‘* Mazandarani’s care, and
studied with several accomplished masters, including ‘Abd al-Wahhab
Nishat on whose death he wrote an elegy. He also had association with
Muhammad Taqt Lisan al-Mulk Sipehr, whose panegyric on Mahmud Mirza
is inserted in ‘Ahd-i Husam.

Mahmiid Mirza was appointed to government office in 1229/1814 when
he was only 15 years old, and his first post was the governorship of
Nahavand. He was a prolific writer, and Khayyampour, in the introduction to
Safinat al-Mahmiid, gives a list of his 18 books (excluding ‘Ahd-i Husam).
They are mostly literary and poetic, many of them collections of poems
written by Mahmiild Mirza himself or his friends and associates. The Late
Khayyampour was perhaps unaware of the existence of ‘Ahd-i Husam, as he
did not include the work in his list. Nor was there any reference to the book
until a facsimile copy was obtained by the Central Library and
Documentation Center of Tehran University (no. 4049).

‘Ahd-i Husam is an important book for several reasons. For one, it
contains a lot of information about the life of the author, together with
reliable accounts of the historical events of the time of Fathali Shah,
particularly his urgent trip to the south after Shaykh Mirza’s murder who
was ordered to suppress the Bakhtiyari tribes.



In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Oceans of Iranian and Islamic culture lie in manuscript form. These
manuscripts are not only the record of the achievements of our nation's
great scholars, they are also testimonials to our unique national identity. It
is, therefore, the duty of every generation of Iranians to protect and
celebrate this priceless heritage and to spare no effort in restoring these
records on which all studies of Iran's history and culture depend.

Many efforts towards better identification, study, and preservation of
our country's manuscript collections have been launched. In spite of these
efforts, and despite the fact that hundreds of books and treatises that deal
with this important area of learning have been published, much remains
undone. Thousands of books and treatises either linger as unidentified
codices in Iranian and foreign libraries, or await publication. Others,
although previously published, exist in unsatisfactory editions and need to
be re-edited according to modern scholarly standards.

It is the duty of scholars and cultural organizations to undertake the
important tasks of restoring and publishing these manuscripts. The
Written Heritage Publication Center was established in 1995 in order to
achieve this important cultural objective with the purpose of supporting
the efforts of scholars, editors, and publishers who work in this field of
learning. We hope that by suppoting scholarly work in this area, we can
help make an essential collection of scholarly texts and sources available to
the scholarly community that is engaged in the study of Iran's Islamic

culture and civilization.

The Written Heritage Research Centre (Miras-e Maktoob)
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